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Pre-requisites:  
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Contact Hours  

 Type Hours 

    Seminar 24 

    Directed Study 176 

  

Availability Periods 

 Occurrence 
 

Location/Period 

 BDA University of Bradford / Semester 1 (Sep - Jan) 

  

Module Aims  

This module aims to provide an appreciation of the international law of sustainable 

development by introducing key international legal frameworks and institutions related to 

sustainable development and by looking into certain important areas where international 

sustainable development law is being implemented. 

The module also discusses practical issues related to sustainable development, such as 

those arising from the efforts to eradicate poverty and inequality and the support of the 

poor and disadvantaged. The areas of primary focus are: business, environment, human 

rights and international trade/commerce. 

Outline Syllabus  



Introduction to core concepts of sustainable development;  
Crosscutting Issues in sustainable development law; 
The status of sustainable development in international law and policy; 
Contemporary issues related to the implementation of sustainable development in selected 
areas (business, energy, climate change, human rights, poverty eradication, 
intergenerational equity, trade/investment/commerce, IT, Artificial intelligence etc); 
Building legal frameworks for a sustainable world; 
The future of sustainable development law; 

Module Learning Outcomes  

On successful completion of this module, students will be able to... 

 1 Critically analyse at a practical and theoretical level, the contemporary political, 
social and economic context in which sustainable development law operates. 

 2 Appreciate the conceptual relationship between the elements of sustainable 
development and their underlying theoretical philosophy and frameworks. 

 3 Carry out independent research in the relevant field using a range of primary and 
secondary sources. 

 4 Use evidence, arguments, assumptions and abstract theories of international 
sustainable development law to formulate judgements or identify solutions to 
theoretical or practical problems. 

 

Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategy 

Learning will be directed, supported and reinforced through a series of active and 

collaborative 2-hour workshops. Workshops will cover the underlying theory and consider 

issues of critical evaluation of sustainable development law through a combination practical 

questions and case studies. Successfully completing tasks set will require independent legal 

research drawing on variety of both primary and secondary materials and written and oral 

presentations by you. Oral feedback will be given in the class and opportunities for written 

feedback will be provided. Tutors will be available to meet you individually if requested to 

discuss further feedback opportunities and review your progress. Formative assessment will 

be made available to help you better prepare for the summative assessment.  

All teaching will be supported by directed study and materials supplied through a virtual 

learning environment. 

The assessment will test your knowledge and understanding of theoretical perspectives of 

the law and your ability to use theory to provide solutions to real world problems. It will 

include the submission of a written coursework of 4,000 words on a sustainable 

development law topic of your choice. The purpose of the assessment will be to offer, based 

on your own independent research, a critical account and evaluation of a contemporary 

problem, concept or court case or theory of the law of sustainable development. The 

coursework should contain a critical account of up to 500 words where you will have to 

explain and evaluate the learning process which you followed in order to complete the 

coursework and meet the learning outcomes which will be included in the overall 4000 word 



submission.  There will be elements of formative assessment which will support your 

development towards the final summative assessment. 

Mode of Assessment   

  

 Type Method Description Length Weightin
g 

Final 
Assess'
 

 Formative Coursework A small case 
study including a 
reflective 
account. 

0-2000 
words 

% No 

 Summative Coursework Critical account 
and evaluation of 
a contemporary 
problem. 

0-4000 
words 

100% Yes 

  

Legacy Code (if applicable)   

   

   

Reading List   

To view Reading List, please go to rebus:list. 

 

  

 

https://bradford.rebuslist.com/

