
 
 

University Position on Definitions of Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia 

 

The University places equality, diversity, and inclusion at the heart of everything it does. As part of 

this we maintain an inclusive and supportive environment for students, staff, and others. We also 

have a duty to comply with our Public Sector Equality Duty. Respect, fairness, and inclusion are 

integral to our culture and values. There is no place for anti-Semitism or Islamophobia at the 

University, and we can confirm that the University is committed to eliminating all forms of 

discrimination, harassment, and victimisation, such as anti-Semitism and Islamophobia. In 

addressing any allegations of anti-Semitic or Islamophobic conduct at the University, we would 

always have due regard to the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance and All Party 

Parliamentary Group on British Muslims definition of Islamophobia definitions in considering these 

matters under our codes of conduct for staff and students. 



 

Definitions of Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia 

IHRA Working Definition of Anti-Semitism – see link 
 
Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical 
and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or 
their property, toward Jewish community institutions and religious facilities. 
 
Manifestations might include the targeting of the state of Israel, conceived as a Jewish collectivity. However, 
criticism of Israel similar to that levelled against any other country cannot be regarded as antisemitic. 
Antisemitism frequently charges Jews with conspiring to harm humanity, and it is often used to blame Jews 
for “why things go wrong.” It is expressed in speech, writing, visual forms and action, and employs sinister 
stereotypes and negative character traits. 
  
Contemporary examples of antisemitism in public life, the media, schools, the workplace, and in the religious 
sphere could, taking into account the overall context, include, but are not limited to: 
▪ Calling for, aiding, or justifying the killing or harming of Jews in the name of a radical ideology or an 

extremist view of religion. 
 

▪ Making mendacious, dehumanizing, demonizing, or stereotypical allegations about Jews as such or the 
power of Jews as collective — such as, especially but not exclusively, the myth about a world Jewish 
conspiracy or of Jews controlling the media, economy, government or other societal institutions. 
 

▪ Accusing Jews as a people of being responsible for real or imagined wrongdoing committed by a single 
Jewish person or group, or even for acts committed by non-Jews. 
 

▪ Denying the fact, scope, mechanisms (e.g. gas chambers) or intentionality of the genocide of the Jewish 
people at the hands of National Socialist Germany and its supporters and accomplices during World War 
II (the Holocaust). 
 

▪ Accusing the Jews as a people, or Israel as a state, of inventing or exaggerating the Holocaust. 
 

▪ Accusing Jewish citizens of being more loyal to Israel, or to the alleged priorities of Jews worldwide, than 
to the interests of their own nations. 
 

▪ Denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, e.g., by claiming that the existence of a State 
of Israel is a racist endeavour. 
 

▪ Applying double standards by requiring of it a behaviour not expected or demanded of any other 
democratic nation. 
 

▪ Using the symbols and images associated with classic antisemitism (e.g., claims of Jews killing Jesus or 
blood libel) to characterize Israel or Israelis. 
 

▪ Drawing comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis. 
 

▪ Holding Jews collectively responsible for actions of the state of Israel. 
 
 
 

https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/working-definition-antisemitism


 
 
APPG Working Definition of Islamophobia – see link 
 
Islamophobia is rooted in racism and is a type of racism that targets expressions of Muslimness or perceived 
Muslimness. 
 
Contemporary examples of Islamophobia in public life, the media, schools, the workplace, and in encounters 
between religions and non-religions in the public sphere could, taking into account the overall context, include, 
but are not limited to: 
 
 
• Calling for, aiding, instigating or justifying the killing or harming of Muslims in the name of a racist/ fascist 

ideology, or an extremist view of religion.  
 

• Making mendacious, dehumanizing, demonizing, or stereotypical allegations about Muslims as such, or of 
Muslims as a collective group, such as, especially but not exclusively, conspiracies about Muslim entryism 
in politics, government or other societal institutions; the myth of Muslim identity having a unique 
propensity for terrorism, and claims of a demographic ‘threat’ posed by Muslims or of a ‘Muslim takeover’.  
 

• Accusing Muslims as a group of being responsible for real or imagined wrongdoing committed by a single 
Muslim person or group of Muslim individuals, or even for acts committed by non-Muslims.  
 

• Accusing Muslims as a group, or Muslim majority states, of inventing or exaggerating Islamophobia, ethnic 
cleansing or genocide perpetrated against Muslims.  
 

• Accusing Muslim citizens of being more loyal to the ‘Ummah’ (transnational Muslim community) or to 
their countries of origin, or to the alleged priorities of Muslims worldwide, than to the interests of their 
own nations.  
 

• Denying Muslim populations the right to self-determination e.g., by claiming that the existence of an 
independent Palestine or Kashmir is a terrorist endeavour.  
 

• Applying double standards by requiring of Muslims behaviours that are not expected or demanded of any 
other groups in society, e.g. loyalty tests.  
 

• Using the symbols and images associated with classic Islamophobia (e.g. Muhammed being a paedophile, 
claims of Muslims spreading Islam by the sword or subjugating minority groups under their rule) to 
characterize Muslims as being ‘sex groomers’, inherently violent or incapable of living harmoniously in 
plural societies.  
 

• Holding Muslims collectively responsible for the actions of any Muslim majority state, whether secular or 
constitutionally Islamic. 

 

 

Definitions approved by University Council, July 2021 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599c3d2febbd1a90cffdd8a9/t/5bfd1ea3352f531a6170ceee/1543315109493/Islamophobia+Defined.pdf
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