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University of Bradford Libraries

Using MEDLINE via PubMed – a Basic Guide

INTRODUCTION

· Medline is a guide to journal articles on medicine, nursing, dentistry and related topics. You can type in details of your query and you will be provided with a list of relevant journal papers. You can retrieve information about papers within days of their publication, although Medline also covers older material, back to 1966.

· The US National Library of Medicine has made Medline available free on the Internet via the PubMed system.

· PubMed includes links to the full text of selected journal articles.
ACCESSING PUBMED

· Connect to PubMed at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi
OR

· From the Library Home Page

http://www.bradford.ac.uk/lss/library/
choose Medline, then Medline (PubMed)
SEARCHING

Subject searching

· Type your search keywords into the text box, then click on Go.

· Example; to find papers on inhalers for asthma, type


asthma inhalers

and click on Go. This will find all items that contain the word asthma and also the word inhalers. 

· You will retrieve a list of articles in a short, summary format. The most recent articles will appear first.

Too many articles?

· To reduce a large number of results, try making the query more specific by adding a term. 

Example; add the term compliance by typing it into the text box and clicking on Search. This will find only those records which contain all three of the concepts:


asthma


inhalers

compliance

· You can also limit articles retrieved by date, language, publication type or other criteria. Click on the word Limits below the text box, choose the limits you require and click on Go.

Not enough articles?

· You may need to make your search less specific by using fewer keywords.

· You may need to try alternative terms

Example: 
vaccination or vaccine
· You should try to use US spelling e.g. tumor suppressors rather than tumour suppressors

· Use plural rather than singular forms of a word e.g. tumor suppressors
· NB You should not attempt to use truncation or wild cards (e.g. suppressor? or suppressor*)

· If you find a useful item, click on the Related Articles link. This will retrieve a list of articles on similar subjects, with the most closely related items first.

· Check that your spelling is correct!
Author searching

· Type the author’s name in the text box - surname first, then initials.

· Example; To search for articles by Dr VA Randall, type


randall va

· If you don’t know the second initial, just type the first
randall v

Note that this will also retrieve articles by other V Randalls, e.g. VF Randall or VM Randall
Journal name searching

· Type the journal name in the text box and click Go (if you know the journal’s full name, you should use that rather than the abbreviation. If you don’t know the full name, the abbreviation will sometimes be sufficient).

Advanced searches

· For more complex searches, see the handout ‘PubMed – Advanced Guide’, available from the Life Sciences Librarian, the Enquiry Desk on Floor 0 or the Web at:

http://www.brad.ac.uk/library/elecinfo/pubmed-adv.doc
· Consider using the BIOMED service. This provides access to the same database, Medline, but has more sophisticated software which allows more precise searching. It is free to University of Bradford users (you will need your Athens username and password) and can be found at:

http://www.brad.ac.uk/library/news/nbdstr.htm
DISPLAYING FULL RECORDS

· Click on the authors of an item to retrieve the full database record. As well as title, author(s), and source information, the display now includes document type, original language, author addresses and abstract.

· Other long formats are available - click on the arrow beside the Display box. Especially useful is the Citation format, which includes MeSH terms (special keywords added to make searching more accurate).

· The journal title is in an abbreviated form. To find the full title, highlight the abbreviated title and click Control and C to copy it. Click on the Journal Browser link on the left of the screen and then click in the text box. Hit Control and V to paste the title, then click on Go. You will retrieve the complete title.

Links to full text

· Some items will include a ‘View Full Text’ icon in the full record. Click on this icon to go to the full text of the article.

· Certain full text articles will not be available to readers working on a computer outside the University of Bradford campus. For others, a username and password may be required.

· Some full text articles may not be available to you because the University of Bradford does not have a subscription to the journal.

· Check the Library catalogue at http://lib-webpac.lib.brad.ac.uk/webclient.html to find out which journals are available to you.

ADDING CITATIONS TO THE CLIPBOARD

· This allows you to mark selected references for display, print or download. 

· To mark specific items from the summary list, click on the box beside each item. When you have completed your selection, click on the Add Clip button at the top of the page.

· To mark an item in the long formats, click on the Add Clip button at the top of the page.

· To display the marked items, click on the blue Clipboard link at the top of the page. 

PRINTING

Printing in summary form

· When you search, the results appear in the summary format. If you want to print the results in this format, click on the Text button (near the top of the page, between Save and Add to Clipboard)

· Use the browser’s Print button 

Printing single items in longer formats

· Click on the title of your item to display it in the Abstract format. Change the format if you wish by clicking on the arrow beside the Display box.

· Click on the Text button (near the top of the page, between Save and Add to Clipboard)

· Use the browser’s Print button

Printing multiple items in longer format

· Add items to the Clipboard, then click on the blue Clipboard link to display them

· Choose a longer format by clicking on the arrow beside the Display box.

· Click on the Text button (near the top of the page, between Save and Add to Clipboard)

· Use the browser’s Print button

DOWNLOADING

Downloading in summary form

· When you search, the results appear in the summary format. If you want to print the results in this format, click on Save, then Click on OK to save to disk.

· A dialog box will appear, allowing you to choose the location and rename the file

· Rename the file with a .txt extension and save it. 

Downloading single items in longer formats

· Click on the title of your item to display it in the Abstract format. Change the format if you wish by clicking on the arrow beside the Display box.

· Click on Save, then Click on OK to save to disk. A dialog box will appear, allowing you to choose the location and rename the file

· Rename the file with a .txt extension and save it. 

Downloading multiple items in longer format

· Add items to the Clipboard, then click on the blue Clipboard link to display them

· Choose a longer format by clicking on the arrow beside the Display box.

· Click on Save, then Click on OK to save to disk. A dialog box will appear, allowing you to choose the location and rename the file

· Rename the file with a .txt extension and save it.

Saved files

· Files can be opened in Notepad (small files only), WordPad or Word. They can also be imported into reference management software such as EndNote, which is available on University of Bradford PCs. 

EndNote

· EndNote is a software package which allows you to manage your references and compile bibliographies

· Make sure that the articles are in MEDLINE format before following the instructions for downloading. 

· When you have completed downloading the references, open Endnote and choose the Library into which you want to import the citations.

· Choose Import from the File menu.

· Click on Choose File and find the file you just saved from PubMed

· Click on Import Option and choose Other Filters, then scroll down and choose the PubMed filter. 

FURTHER HELP AND ADVICE

· If you have any queries about PubMed, please contact the Life Sciences Librarian, Anne Costigan (Room 1.6 in the Library, telephone x3372, e-mail A.T.Costigan@brad.ac.uk).
· The most recent version of this handout can be found on the Web at: 

http://www.brad.ac.uk/library/elecinfo/pubmed-basic.doc
· An advanced guide to searching PubMed is available from the Life Sciences Librarian, the Enquiry Desk on Floor 0 or the Web at:

http://www.brad.ac.uk/library/elecinfo/pubmed-adv.doc
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