UNIVERSITY OF BRADFORD

Research Ethics Panels
               Terms of Reference – Membership – Meeting Arrangements 2010-11          

________________________________________________________________________

1.
Terms of Reference

Scope and Status:

· The University Research Ethics Panels will be sub-groupings of the Committee for Ethics in Research.

· There will be 2 groupings covering all research split by subject area:

· Biomedical, Natural & Physical Sciences:  Life Sciences, Engineering, Design and Technology and Informatics

· Humanities, Social and Health Sciences:  Social and International Studies, Lifelong Education and Development, Health,  Management, SLED, Graduate School and LSS

· For the purposes of these terms of reference, ethical consideration and conduct will include, but not be limited to, research involving human participants, research integrity and the sources of research funding.

· The purview of the Committee will include research undertaken by both staff and students (both undergraduate and postgraduate).

Guiding Principles:

The Research Ethics Panels will:
· Operate procedures no less rigorous than those suggested or required by relevant statutory or professional bodies.

· Be impartial, supportive, developmental and dedicated to the promotion of ethical standards in research.

Activities:
· To assess the ethical appropriateness of research projects at the start of projects and as they progress as appropriate.
· To refer particularly contentious research projects up to Committee for Ethics in Research where appropriate.
· To recommend amendments to the University’s policies on Research Ethics as required.

· To provide record of activity to Committee for Ethics in Research – meeting minutes and annual report of activity.
Applications:
· Applications should be made no less than 2 weeks prior to each meeting to allow circulation of papers.
2.
Membership and Quorum
There shall be a quorum when the Chair or Vice Chair plus 4 other members (including lay members) are present.  
	Chair:
Vice Chair:
	Chair appointed by the Committee for Ethics in Research in discussion with the Chair of the Research and Knowledge Transfer Strategy Committee.
To be drawn from the membership of the Committee for Ethics in Research


	Appointed*:
	2 academic members of staff from each Academic Department, or equivalent,  nominated by the Dean of School
At least 1 Lay Member per Panel


	Ex Officio:
	Chair of the Committee for Ethics in Research


	Secretary:
	Committee Secretary, RKTS


	In Attendance:
	Head of Research Support

Others by invitation as appropriate




3.
Meeting Dates 2010-11
	To meet once every month (excluding August and December) – in the event of no submissions being made prior to the appropriate cut off date, no meeting will be held.  
Meeting dates are advertised on the Ethics website: 

Biomedical, Natural and Physical Sciences Research Ethics Panel http://www.bradford.ac.uk/gateway/research/research-support-for-academics/ethics/BiomedicalNaturalandPhysicalSciencesResearchEthicsPanel/  

Humanities, Social and Health Sciences Research Ethics Panel
http://www.bradford.ac.uk/gateway/research/research-support-for-academics/ethics/HumanitiesSocialandHealthSciencesResearchEthicsPanel/   




4.
Serviced by: Lynda Nuttall (Research Support Unit)
*The term of office of members is three years in the first instance.  
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