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1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this guideline is to provide a framework for safety in the use of genetically modified organisms.

2. SCOPE & OBJECTIVE

This guideline applies to :

· All activities and work places which are under the control of the University of Bradford.

· Organisms which are genetically modified or in which genetically modified organisms are cultured, stored, transported, destroyed, disposed of or used in any other way and for which physical, chemical or biological barriers are used to contain them.

3. DEFINITIONS

“accident” means an accident involving a significant and unintended release of genetically modified organisms in the course of an activity involving genetic modification which presents an immediate or delayed hazard to human health or to the environment.

“activity” involving genetic modification means a contained use.

“class” in relation to activity involving genetic modification of micro-organisms, means one of four classes described in guidance note ….

“contained use” means an activity in which organisms are genetically modified or in which genetically modified organisms are cultured, stored, transported, destroyed, disposed of or used in any other way and for which physical, chemical or biological barriers, or any combination of such barriers, are used to limit their contact with, and to provide a high level of protection for humans and the environment.

“emergency plan” means a plan for reasonably foreseeable accidents which may seriously affect persons outside the premises or seriously damage the environment.

“genetic modification” in relation to an organism means the altering of the genetic material in that organism in a way that does not occur naturally by mating or natural recombination or both and within the terms of this definition as listed in guidance note …..

and “genetically modified” will be construed accordingly.

“micro-organism” means a microbiological entity, cellular or non-cellular, capable of replication or of transferring genetic material, and includes a virus, a viroid and an animal or plant cell in culture.

“notification” means the submission of appropriate information to the competent authority by the Biological Safety Officer.

“organism” means a biological entity capable of replication or of transferring genetic material and includes a micro-organism, but does not include a human or a human embryo.

4. PRINCIPLES

The following principles will be followed for activities involving genetically modified organisms :

· No work involving genetically modified micro-organisms will be undertaken until an assessment of risks to human health and the environment has been completed and approved.

· No work involving genetically modified  organisms other than micro-organisms will be undertaken until an assessment of risks to human health has been completed and approved.

· Risk assessments will be reviewed where it is suspected that the assessment is no longer valid or there has been a significant change in the activity involving genetic modification.

· A record of the risk assessment and any review of the assessment will be kept for at least 10 years from the date of the cessation of the activity.

· Premises will not be used for the first time for activities involving genetic modification, unless the competent enforcing authority has been notified and approval has been given.

· No work involving the genetic modification of class 2 micro-organisms will commence until the competent enforcing authority has been notified and approval has been given.

· No work involving the genetic modification of class 3 or 4 micro-organisms will commence until the competent enforcing authority has been notified and approval has been given. Where it is proposed to repeat class 3 or 4 work for the second or subsequent times further notification and approval from the competent authority will be required before work may commence.

· No work involving the genetic modification of organisms other than micro-organisms will commence until the competent enforcing authority has been notified and approval has been given. 

· The competent authority will be informed of any changes to the original notification of work or new information which may have significant consequences for the risks arising from the work.

· A University Genetic Modification Safety Committee (GMSC) will be established to advise on and authorise risk assessments. This committee will report regularly to the University Health & Safety Committee.

· Work involving genetic modification of  micro-organisms will be controlled to ensure that exposure to humans and the environment  is reduced to the lowest level that is reasonably practicable.

· Work involving genetic modification of  organisms other than micro-organisms will be controlled to ensure that harm to humans is reduced to the lowest level that is reasonably practicable.

· Work activities involving genetic modification will comply with general principles of good microbiological practice, good safety and hygiene.

· Established containment and control measures will be maintained at all times. This shall include periodic inspection and testing.

· An emergency plan will be prepared for reasonably foreseeable accidents which may seriously affect the health or safety of persons outside the premises or may seriously damage the environment.

· Information relating to accidents will be reported to the Health and Safety Adviser by the fastest practicable means to meet the competent enforcing authority’s reporting requirements.

5.
RESPONSIBILITIES

5.1 Schools

The School management integrates the management of GMO work into its operational and business processes. They bear overall responsibility for the implementation and monitoring of the principles established by this guideline. This is achieved by the enforcement of appropriate management practices and procedures and the provision of adequate resource.

The Health and Safety Adviser and Biological Safety Officer advise the School on it’s role.

The School will ensure that joint ventures maintain an adequate level of GMO management as defined in this guideline.

5.2 Departments

The Departmental Manager is responsible for the implementation of this guideline within designated laboratories following consultation with the School management.

The Departmental Manager has an overall responsibility for the establishment of an appropriate, effective and efficient management system. This includes, but is not limited to the following aspects :

· Definition of departmental specific GMO procedures.

· Delegation of responsibilities.

· Training and competence of personnel.

· Setting of performance standards.

· Monitoring GMO practices for compliance and taking appropriate actions in case of non-compliance.

· Regularly assessing the effectiveness of GMO systems and modifying them as necessary.

5.3 Project Supervisors

Specific responsibility for GMO projects lies with the Project Supervisor. This includes, but is not limited to :

· Project scheme of work and risk assessment.

· Training of personnel.

· Supervision and regular workplace inspections.

· Integrity of containment controls and housekeeping.

5.4 Employees and Students

Every employee and student has a personal responsibility within the scope of his duties for the safety of himself, others and the environment.

6.
REFERENCES

Genetically Modified Organisms (Contained Use) Regulations 2000.

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 1999.

7.
REVIEW

This document is to be reviewed at least every two years.

8.
RATIFICATION
This guideline was developed by Health and Safety Services and approved by the Health and Safety Committee. It was ratified by the Health and Safety Committee on ……..
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